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tions, I venture to give the substance of two of these
legends. The first is about Soma. She was born,
says the Commentator, Dhammapala, as the daugh-
ter of the Court Chaplain of King Bimbisara at
Rajagaha. Then, after taking the -vows, she, with
insight and good works, became an Arahat (that is,
attained to Nirvana, the Buddhist ideal of the per-
fect life). Dwelling thus in the happiness of free-
dom at Savatthi, she entered one day the Andha
Grove to pass the heat of the day, and sat there at
the foot of a tree. Then Mara, the Evil One, wish-
ing to frighten her from her meditations, stood there
in invisible form and uttered the words,

" The vantage ground the sages may attain, is hard to

reach.
With her two-finger test, woman cannot achieve those

distant heights."

The Commentator pauses here to explain that
what the Evil One refers to, is that women, though
from their seventh year upwards they are always
cooking rice, yet they cannot tell whether it has
been boiled or not. They have to take some out in
a spoon and squeeze it between their two fingers;
then they know.

Now when she heard this the Then rebuked the
Evil One, and said: